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persons working under that system and in their capacity as officials
or supporters.   The history of Indian emigrants to South Africa,
East Africa and Fiji is a history of broken promises and of igno-
minious surrender of their trust by the Imperial Government and
the Indian Government, whenever it has been a question of conflict-
ing interests of Europeans against Indians.   The handful of Euro-
peans have almost succeeded in East Africa in bullying the Imperial
Government into  sacrificing the prior rights of Indian settlers
there.   In South Africa, the Indian settlers' fate is trembling in
the balance.    In Fiji, the Indian is still the underdog.    There is
no reason to suppose that British Guiana, if the test came, will be
an exception.   The moment Indians become successful rivals of
Europeans in that colony, that very moment all guarantees, written
or verbal, will disappear.   Filled as I am with utter distrust of the
British Imperial system, I am unable to countenance any scheme
of emigration to British Guiana, no matter how promising it may
appear on paper and no matter what guarantees may be given for
due fulfilment of the pledges given.   The benefit that must accrue
to the Indian emigrants under any such scheme will be illusory*
I am, therefore, unable to countenance the proposed scheme of
Indian colonization in -British Guiana.   I do not hesitate to give
my opinion without consultation with  the British Guiana depu-
tations because of the root objection stated above.   If I had to
express an opinion upon the merits of the scheme, the ordinary
rule of courtesy would have bound me, before saying anything
hostile to it, to meet the British Guiana deputations and under-
stand their view-points. Not till India has come to her own and
has a government fully responsible to her people and able effec-
tively to protect Indian settlers abroad from injustice can any
advantage   accrue   to  Indian  emigrants  even  under  an ideal
scheme.
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